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More references at
htpp://www.bircham.net

An alternative to 
traditional education. 

BIU is not for everyone, 
or for all purposes.

References about BIU

Bircham International University is a private independent 
institution of distance learning higher education that 
offers non-formal adult degree programs at professional, 
undergraduate and graduate levels. BIU is registered in 
the European Union (Spain) and the USA (Delaware). 

BIU meets the quality standard of many reputable 
organizations that assess education quality.

BIU degrees are accepted and recognized in many 
professions and education institutions. 

The following documents will explain and attest the 
legitimacy and validity of BIU degree programs.

htpp://www.bircham.edu
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Spain - Corporate Authorization for the BIU name

The Spain Registrar of Companies authorizes the company name and proposed activity. Whenever 
this name or activity is subject to restrictions (p.e. banks, insurance, universities, hospitals...) the 
Spain Registrar of Companies makes sure that the required criteria is duly met before registering 
the company name and activity. Once registered, the company has green light to operate after the 
Tax Department of the Ministry of Economy accepts the proposed activity registration.

* Bircham International University & College was duly registered in the year 2000 with the 
purpose of providing distance learning higher education.
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Spain Ministry of Economy authorizes BIU Activity

The Tax Department of the Spain Ministry of Economy establishes a category where any 
educational institution offering programs and degrees not recognized by the Ministry of Education 
must register in order to be in good standing with Spain and European Laws. This category is 
called section 932. Section 931 corresponds to educational programs ruled by the Ministry of 
Education. Institutions registered under section 932 do not require further authorization from the 
Ministry of Education. Section 932 is divided into two subsections: 
932.1 is for Non Higher Education 
932.2 is for Higher Education



 Bircham International University   www.bircham.edu  www.bircham.net

Spain Ministry of Consumer Affairs monitors BIU

During the year 2005, the Spain National Institute of Consumer Affairs (Instituto Nacional de 
Consumo - INC) from the Ministry of Consumer Affairs awarded BIU with the official distinction of 
consumer protection. This seal provides a solid international consumer protection and a unique 
guarantee to all BIU students in Spain, Europe and worldwide.

The Spain Ministry of Consumer Affairs monitors BIU activity, the non-formal nature of the 
programs offered and the quality of instruction delivered. The applicable law is Decreto 84/2004 
de 13 de Mayo (Enseñanza General)  
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Spain Ministry of Education does not regulate BIU

        New York, July 11th 2008 

THE US-SPAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE certifies that: 

1. According to the Certificate issued by the Madrid Chamber of Commerce (Cámara de 
Madrid) on April 2008, Bircham International University is a Limited Liability Spanish 
Company duly registered in Spain in February 2000 and in good standing with the 
Spanish Law. This company is identified with the number B-82643495, it is located in 
Madrid and is duly registered in the Official Chamber of Commerce of Madrid. 

2. According to the Certificate issued by the Tax Agency from the Ministry of Economy, 
Bircham International University is registered since the year 2000 in the economic 
activity 932.2. that corresponds to institutions delivering Non Formal Higher Education 
and Professional Training. Institutions from section 932.2 may deliver non formal 
education program and issue the corresponding diplomas. These programs and diplomas 
are not recognized by the Ministry of Education. This certificate is ratified by the 
certificate issued by the Madrid Chamber of Commerce (Cámara de Madrid). 

3. According to the letter sent by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs in August 2005, 
Bircham International University was granted the official consumer protection guarantee 
distinction number 364 by the Instituto Nacional de Consumo (INC). 

Bisila Bokoko 
Executive Director 
The Spain-US Chamber of Commerce

BIU is a provider of non-formal or non-traditional education, which do not follow the contents and 
requirements established by the Ministry of Education, thus BIU non-formal distance learning 
higher education programs can not lead to degrees officially recognized by a Ministry of Education. 
Officially validated degrees are required for certain government positions and professional 
licensure. BIU distance learning degrees can not be used for these purposes. According to the 
Spain Ministry of Education non formal education programs are highly demanded by adult learners. 

* The US-Spain Chamber of Commerce certifies the veracity and legitimacy of BIU.
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USA Delaware - Non Profit Company Incorporation

In the year 2000, Bircham International University is formally established and registered as a 
non-profit organization in the State of Delaware, USA with the Registry number 001051898-
3169257 and with the purpose of providing higher education and degrees. Education in the USA 
is decentralized by the Constitution, so the States hold the legitimacy to authorize educational 
institutions. Accreditation is a voluntary and non governmental regulatory process to ensure 
academic quality and mobility.

* BIU is an institution in good standing in the State of Delaware.
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USA Department of Education - CUFCE Recognition

CUFCE - California University Foreign Credentials Evaluation and Research-Amorsolo Foundation 
is a nonprofit  corporation that insures that all immigrants who are educated in their country 
of origin are given the best tools for faster integration into the U.S. life by awarding them 
the U.S. educational equivalency of all their studies. CUFCE is listed among the recognized 
organizations by the U.S. Department of Education EROD - Education Resource Organizations 
Directory. Its EROD Approval No. is 7499. This fact may be verified at the EROD Database.

* Since 2004, CUFCE issues equivalency degrees and reports for most BIU degree programs.
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USA Accreditation is a complicated subject

Accreditation is non governmental and voluntary process. The goal of accreditation is to ensure 
that education provided by institutions of higher education meets acceptable levels of quality. 
Accrediting agencies are private educational associations. The U.S. Department of Education does 
not accredit educational institutions and/or programs. Accrediting activities outside the United 
States are not within the legal authority of the Department of Education to recognize, are not 
reviewed by the Department, and the Department does not exercise any oversight over them. 

Bircham International University was admitted as member of AAHEA - American Association 
for Higher Education & Accreditation in October 2009. In November 2009, BIU presented the 
complete application for accreditation. AAHEA is recognized by the USA Department of Education 
and listed in the US EROD (Education Resource Organizations Directory) with CHEA (Council 
of Higher Education Accreditation). AAHEA carries forward a long tradition of ensuring quality, 
accountability, and improvement in higher education.
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ANCED - Spain National Association of Distance Learning

Spain - ANCED was founded in Spain in 1977 and collaborates with the Spain Ministry of Work 
since 1998. ANCED is the only independent learning organization whose quality is certified with 
Norm ISO 9001:2000 on international level. ANCED is member of good standing of the EADL 
(European Association Distance Learning) and ICDE (International Council for distance Education). 
BIU becomes member of ANCED in 2004 after a through site visit inspection and quality review. 
ANCED certifies that BIU is a member in good standing, that BIU meets all its quality and ethical 
standards. ANCED certifies that any Spanish and European Union residents may legally use BIU 
degrees to work in any profession that does not require licensure.
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APICS - International Academy of Culture & Science

Switzerland - APICS - Accademia per la Promozione Internazionale della Cultura e della Scienza

APICS was based in Lugano, Switzerland, and it developed quality standards for those institutions 
promoting culture and science on an international level. Note that being a Swiss institution this 
organization is not listed in any US Accreditation directory.

* Accreditation review conducted in 2001 by Prof. Dr. Waldo Bernasconi, Ph.D.
* APICS closed in 2008 for financial reasons.
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BAOL - The British Association for Open Learning

England - The British Association for Open Learning is a UK institution that operated on a 
non-profit making basis. The non-commercial status means that the Association can offer an 
independent view without bias to any one sector. The Association’s strengths are those of its 
members and they accepted institutions committed to excellence in learning. 

* BIU was member of the British Association for Open Learning for several years until it became 
BLA - The British Learning Association.
* BIU was also a member of the BLA - The British Learning Association.
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EFQUEL - European Foundation for Quality in eLearning

Belgium - The EFQUEL is based in Brussels, Belgium. It is a network with over 70 member 
organizations (networks, universities, corporations and national agencies). The purpose of the 
foundation is to share experiences on how eLearning can be used to strengthen individual, 
organizational, local and regional development. It specially focuses on the quality of non formal 
education in Europe.

Bircham International University is now one of the participants of EFQUEL in achieving this mission. 
BIU also participates in QUALC - Quality Assurance Network for Adult Learning Centres (ALCs).
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EU Adult Education - Grundtvig Program (OAPEE )

European Union - The EU Grundtvig programme focuses on the needs in adult education and 
alternative education streams, as well as the institutions delivering these services. The Grundtvig 
provides important practical support for the implementation of adult learning policies. In 2007 the 
European Commission Grundtvig Program created a database of relevant institutions involved in 
lifelong learning and adult education. In 2009 BIU presented a program to share its pedagogical 
experience in adult education. This program was accepted by the European Commission and 
approved by the corresponding National Agency from the Ministry of Education in Spain (OAPEE - 
Organismo Autónomo Programas Educativos Europeos).
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IARC - International Accreditation & Recognition Council

Australia - IARC’s primary purpose is to provide a simple recognition and accreditation system, for 
distinguishing quality, post secondary education including vocational education, distance education, 
and adult and continuing education. In response to increasing globalisation of world economies and 
societies, the system aims to have a global rather than national focus. 

Along the whole year 2003, IARC conducts a through review of BIU procedures and institutional 
accountability. In 2004 BIU got recognition from IARC as a four stars institution. Recognition is 
renewed on yearly basis after examination of any new procedures or institutional changes.
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BIU Formal recognition from other Universities

The traditional education establishment considers that a non accredited degree program that is 
accepted by a traditional accredited university may be considered equivalent of accredited. BIU 
degree programs have been accepted not only by 3, but by many universities. We may provide 
acceptance documents or direct testimonies about the following ones: Middle East University, 
Notre Dame University, Haigazian University, Beirut Arab University, Université Saint-Esprit de 
Kalisk, City University of New York, Universidad de Leon,  Universidad Complutense de Madrid...

In 2002, The ESPOJ - Universidad Politécnica Javeriana signed a recognition agreement with BIU.  
ESPOJ is an official recognized university in Ecuador. In 2008, ESPOJ submits a new recognition 
agreement in order to support and defend the institutional integrity and academic quality of BIU.
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CIS - Center for International Studies (Spain & USA)

CIS, The College for International Studies and Endicott College entered into a credit recognition 
affiliation agreement. Endicott College is accredited by the USA New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges (NEASC).

For several years Bircham International University provided the degrees for I&M (International 
Management) Executive BBA & MBA. I&M acquired the CIS (College for International Studies) in 
2000. In 2004 BIU & CIS decided to walk on different directions while preserving an excellent 
institutional relation. Many of the I&M and CIS management and teachers hold BIU degrees.
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Saint Petersburg University of Technology & Design (Russia)

Saint Petersburg University of Technology & Design (SUTD) (18 Bolshaya Morskaya Street) 
was founded in 1930 as the Institute of Textile and Light Industry (in 1935 it was named after 
S.M. Kirov). It received its present day name in 1992. The university teaches its students to 
be technologists, constructors, designers and economists; and prepares them for industrial 
undertakings, as well as work in studios and fashion houses. For more information in English about 
SUTD visit the Higher Education Portal of St. Petesburg. In November 2012, Bircham International 
University signed a mutual recognition and cooperation agreement with SUTD.
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University of Luxembourg (Europe)

The University of Luxembourg was founded in 2003 and it is the first official university of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. It is a multilingual, international and research oriented institution. In 
May 2012 they conducted a review of Bircham International University, upon the request of Dr. 
Guy Marc Bonem, BIU Director of French Division. The University of Luxembourg considers that the 
profiles of the students at Bircham University meet their requirements for admission into most 
postgraduate and doctoral programs, and consequently welcomes any BIU graduates to apply.
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USAC - University San Carlos de Guatemala

In 2010 the USAC - University San Carlos of Guatemala signs a recognition agreement with 
Bircham International University. USAC is the oldest university in America with over 300 years old 
since its foundation. USAC is undoubtedly the most important University of Central America. It is 
the first time in its history that the University San Carlos of Guatemala signs an agreement with 
a foreign independent educational institution. Bircham International University has been entitled 
by the Faculty of Law of the USAC to develop a joint design, promotion and degree (validated by 
both BIU and USAC) of some postgraduate programs. USAC considers that the innovative and 
updated program curriculum and pedagogical approach of BIU can embed flexibility to the solid and 
traditional structure of the USAC and turn USAC postgraduate programs into a more updated and 
professionally oriented degree programs. This agreement has been reviewed and approved by the 
Ministry of Education of Guatemala.

See below page one of a four pages agreement.


